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News from Beth El

Refuah Sh’lema to:          �����,�1�=�0�����,�%�;�4�6
�¾ Bernie Cantleberry
�¾ Rabbi Michael Hecht
�¾ Philip Kazdan
�¾ Miriam Palevsky

Mazel Tov to:                                �����&�;�9���0�>�1
�¾ Ilene Gertman, on the birth of her new 
granddaughter, daughter of Isaac Gertman 
and Yael Shinar of Ann Arbor, Michigan.
�¾ Gayle and Tony Lewin on the birth of 
�U�I�F�J�S���T�P�O�
���&�E�X�J�O���$�P�T�N�P���7�P�S�F�M�M���-�F�X�J�O��
�	�,�P�D�I�B�W���$�I�B�J�N�
�
���L�O�P�X�O���B�T���$�P�T�N�P��

�anks
�¾ Sondra Jacobs thanks all who sent her good 
wishes following her September surgery.

�anks for Contributions to:          �����,�(�;�8
�¾ Rabbi Moshe Adler, in honor of Joe and 
Mia Buchwald Gelles
�¾ Sherry Ball and Marty Gelfand, in honor 
of Eran Shiloh.
�¾ Sherry Ball and Marty Gelfand, in 
thanks for aliyot during Sukkot.
�¾ Leonid and Mariya Baron, in memory 
�P�G���:�F�W�H�F�O�J�B���#�B�S�P�O���1�S�P�C�T�U���[�w�M��
�¾ Molly Brudnick
�¾ Joe and Mia Buchwald Gelles
�¾ Debbie and Ed Small, in memory of Ed’s 
�G�B�U�I�F�S�
���"�B�S�P�O���4�N�B�M�M���[�w�M��
�¾ Robin Dubin and Richard Krueck, in 
memory of Charlotte Dubin, Joseph Dubin, 
�B�O�E���.�B�S�W�J�O���%�V�C�J�O���[�w�M��
�¾ Laura Gooch and David Kazdan
�¾ Craig and Janet Ho�man, in thanks to 
Joe and Mia Buchwald Gelles for Sukkot 
hospitality.
�¾ Myers Family Memorial Philanthropic 
Fund, for the purchase of new chairs for 
the sanctuary.
�¾ Karen Katzman, in memory of her 
�N�P�U�I�F�S�
���4�F�M�N�B���,�B�V�G�N�B�O���3�F�C�P�S�J�E�P��

�¾ Philip Kazdan
�¾ Fredrick Kiml
�¾ Berenice and Herbert Kleiman
�¾ Alan Lerner and Erica New
�¾ Daniel and Roseanne Moss
�¾ Stephen Pepper and Linda Tobin
�¾ Adam Probst
�¾ Juliana Sadock Savino�
���U�P���U�I�F���,�J�E�E�V�T�I��
�'�V�O�E��
�¾ Isaac Schwartz
�¾ Menachem Shoham
�¾ Bud Stern, in memory of his father, 
�%�S�����+�B�D�L���4�U�F�S�O���[�w�M��
�¾ Arnold and Diane Stone, in memory of 
Helen Sonnenstein, William Sonnenstein, 
�B�O�E���.�B�Y���4�P�O�O�F�O�T�U�F�J�O���[�w�M��
�¾ Rivka Taub
�¾ Ellen and Harold Ticktin, in memory 
�P�G���)�B�S�W�F�Z���+�B�D�P�C�T�����C�S�P�U�I�F�S�
���-�P�V���+�B�D�P�C�T���[�w�M��
�¾ Leonard Tracht
�¾ Beth and Scott Wachter, in memory of 
�4�D�P�U�U���T���N�P�U�I�F�S�
���.�B�S�D�F�M�M�B���8�B�D�I�U�F�S���[�w�M��
�¾ Mary and Richard Zigmond

�anks for Kiddush Sponsorship to:
�¾ N������� �
 – Ilene Gertman, Mick 
Miller, and Jamie Saunt, in honor of Ilene’s 
and Jamie’s birthdays.

�anks for November Newsletter Mail-
ing Help to:                                      �����,�(�;�8
�¾ Robin Dubin
�¾ Richard Krueck
�¾ Lenny Tracht

Happy �rst birthday���U�P���-�F�O�O�Z���5�S�B�D�I�U���T��
�H�S�B�O�E�T�P�O�
���/�P�B�I���4�U�B�O�M�F�Z���'�F�M�C�F�S��

�anks for High Holy Days Ticket Contributions! 
We really appreciate your contributions, and we are 
not ignoring you. �e Holy Days were very late this 
year, and contributions are still coming in. �ey 
will be acknowledged in the January newsletter.
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�¾ David Tomberg
�¾ Teri Tomberg

�¾ Arnold Stone
�¾ Marvin Warshay
�¾ Daniel Weisberg
�¾ Miriam Weisberg



inviteS you to celebrate 

shabbat 
with a service and dinner.

Friday, December 16, 6:30 p.m.
Kabbalat Shabbat 6:30, dinner at about 7:40. 
dinner includes fish, vegetarian-friendly menu. 
teacher Erin Rocchio: 
     Tzedakah Priorities – Why we give, and to whom  

Price: $10.00 per person.

RSVP: http://www.bethelheights.org/kabbalat-shabbat/
                 or you can call Joe 321-6734.
Prepaid reservations requested by Monday, December 12

Location:  beth el–the heights Synagogue 
3246 desota avenue 
cleveland hts., oh  44118

This is a membership event — a great time to introduce 
potential members to our community, a little less formal 
and a lot shorter than Shabbat morning.  So bring a friend 
— don’t be shy about asking!

FRI

16
DEC

http://www.bethelheights.org/kabbalat-shabbat/


	

Sunday,	 
December	25th 

5-8	pm	or	until	the	games	are	done! 

Bring	your	own 

Menorah,		candles 

&	Games	

6	pm 
Candle 
lighting 

5	pm 
latkes	& 
more	
dinner 

$10	if	
paid 
By	
12/16 

			$12	
						at	 
			the	 
	door 

Beth	El–The	Heights	Synagogue		 
216-320-9667		 

3246	Desota	Ave.	 
Cleveland	Heights,	Ohio	44118 

Kids 

Under	6	
Free! 

Kids’ winter 
socks, gloves, 

scarves & 
hats drive 

Questions	&	RSVP	to	
Sherry	at	
Ball.sherry@gmail	.com	
216-371-8827	



At the suggestion of several members of our occasional young people’s focus group, and 
with approval by the board, we are considering a change, designating ourselves our-
selves as an Independent Minyan.

WHY ARE WE DOING THIS?  The designation “traditional egalitarian” represents 
the format of our services, but it doesn’t tell the whole story of what to expect when 
you come to our shul. One of our biggest challenges with recruiting new members is 
recognition, both within Cleveland and beyond. Without an affiliation with a move-
ment, it’s difficult for someone new to find out about our shul. The term Independent 
Minyan has a context within the greater American Jewish world, particularly for young-
er Jews. One of our target groups for recruitment is younger adults, who in many cases 
are new to Cleveland and looking for shuls that will fit their needs.  Our hope is that 
by using the term Independent Minyan, which is recognizable and meaningful to that 
demographic, we’ll help them find our unique shul that’s right in their backyard.

OK, SO WHAT’S AN INDEPENDENT MINYAN?  Us, more or less.  Volunteer-led, 
though often with rabbis as members.   Usually no paid clergy (yes, we’re still looking, 
but the position is still open) and no denominational affiliation.  Traditional, but also 
egalitarian — however those are defined for each individual community.  Serious about 
learning and davening.  Ruach.  A tight-knit but welcoming community that is sustain-
able because of its members are fully engaged.  Basically, it’s everything that we are — a 
vibrant Jewish community that welcomes all in participatory, traditional, egalitarian 
worship and learning.

IS THERE ANY WAY WE DON’T FIT?  Yes: These groups, mostly started since 
2000, tend to be younger than we are.  Also, in the CJN we would likely be listed with 
Rabbi Eddie Sukol’s “The Shul,” which is irregular, not very traditional, and very much 
rabbi-centric.  But we’re looking to market more to people who are moving here, who 
are looking for something other than a big-box shul.  And this is a way of helping them 
find us.

WHAT’S THE PRACTICAL EFFECT?   Very little.  It’s just a change in the CJN 
listing (which will also still say “traditional egalitarian”), and on the website.  We will 
add the tag “AN INDEPENDENT MINYAN IN CLEVELAND” to our logo.  Note: 
“Cleveland,” rather than “Cleveland Heights,” as the main target is people who aren’t 
identified with a particular suburb.  A Wikipedia site is now being developed.

Beth El –The Heights Synagogue: Re-Branding!




