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Beth El - The Heights Synagogue builds vibrant Jewish community.
We welcome all in participatory, traditional, egalitarian worship and learning.
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Once, when I was teaching a middle school Bible class about the story of the Sinai 
revelation, a student asked me if the event actually happened as described. I countered 
by asking the class, “Supposing that the lightning, thunder and loud shofar sound didn’t 
actually happen as described, would that make the story untrue?”

The students thought about it for quite a few moments. Finally, one student said, “No, it 
wouldn’t. Maybe, when the people stood at the foot of the mountain, there was complete 
silence, but they felt as if there was thunder and lightning, and maybe they heard God’s 
voice in their minds.”

“In other words, God isn’t limited to thunder and lightning. God can communicate with 
human beings in any way He chooses – is that what you mean?”

“Yeah!”

My initial thought was, “Wow! He boldly goes where no kid has gone before!”

Our ancestors all heard God saying the same thing, yet each person heard the voice 
speaking directly to him or her (M’khilta on Yitro, Ba-hodesh, 9). Because a nation must be 
cohesive, yet sensitive to the needs and sensibilities of the individual, the Sinai revelation 
conveyed one message with many nuances. The thunder and lightning and shofar blast 
were not the core of the revelation. They were special effects designed to emphasize the 
core idea that Torah is a sacred mission: become “a holy nation and a kingdom of priests” 
(Exodus 19:6). 

Is this sacred mission meant to keep us dour and preclude joy? Only the Wicked Child 
of the Haggadah, placing himself outside the Torah community, could entertain such a 
notion, which is why he asks, “What is this work you guys have to do?” It’s our Torah. It 
belongs to collectively to our people and individually to each of us. 

On the first night of Shavuot, the anniversary of the giving of the Torah, we’ll be learning 
Torah until rather late. Please join in the joyful reacceptance of the Torah. Re-live the 
Sinai event. 

Hag sameah!

One Message, Many Nuances

Rabbi Moshe Adler

Shavuot
May 23-25
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Questions? Concerns?
Comments? 

Complaints?
Please do not 

hesitate to contact 
the President 

by e-mail 
president

@bethelheights.org
or home telephone 

(216) 371-8827

Help Us
Stay In Touch!

Please be sure we 
have your current 

contact information.
Send changes to 

info@
bethelheights.org

or call 
(216) 320-9667

Keep Up with the News!
Join the 

BE-THS Lists!
Send an e-mail to 

Mick Miller,
mick@mickmill.com,
if you need help with 

signing up.

E-Mail Newsletter:
 If you’d like to 

get the pdf e-mail 
version, contact 

news@
bethelheights.org

President’s Perspectives, May 2015

Coffee Talk

Sherry Ball,
President

On the morning of May 31st, our members 
will gather for coffee and the Beth El-The 
Heights Synagogue Annual Members’ Meet-
ing to assess and discuss the past, present and 
future of our community. We’ll introduce 
and vote on our new board slate. In addi-
tion to a financial report, Board members 
will present activities over the past year and 
planned activities for the coming year. 

We’ll work to clarify and affirm a vision 
for our future. This is challenging work 
but also something we can all contribute 
towards. We are here for each other. We 
have shared goals that transcend mem-
bers’ specific reasons for participating. We 
have mutual respect that enables members 
to cross political boundaries that might 
otherwise polarize a community. We have a 
shared history and shared beliefs. We come 
together each Shabbat and on holidays not 
just out of obligation but as a result of the 
contributions of many. 

While this process of defining our future 
may prove challenging it should also help 
us grow. The board is currently working to 
develop a detailed agenda for our annual 
meeting but here’s a sneak preview: 

A celebration of our current connections 
and past collaborations highlighting those 
of the past year. An exploration of how to 
increase and strengthen our connections to 
our current and future members and friends. 
We’ll provide time for each of our commit-
tee chairs to lead a conversation with our 
members regarding planned activities as well 
as their individual roles and goals for the up-
coming years. As time permits, we’ll include 

a discussion of the roles and responsibilities 
of each executive board member, of the com-
mittee chairs, and the committee members.

We welcome input from all as we set the 
agenda for the meeting and the years ahead. 
To stimulate some ideas here are a few 
questions we hope to address and goals we 
plan to set:

Questions:
Ø What do we need to ensure sustainability? 
(Hint: It is not just members and money) 
Ø How is our synagogue growing? (Not just 
a report of the numbers of members)
Ø How are we responding to our changing 
internal and external worlds? (Not reacting)
Ø What are our strengths and weaknesses? 
Ø How well are our committees collaborat-
ing with each other, the board, our Rabbi 
and staff?
Ø How can we communicate better?
Ø How can we strengthen and support the 
work of our Rabbi?

Goals: 
Ø Strengthen our community.
Ø Increase our profile as a synagogue in 
Cleveland.
Ø Increase our profile on social justice in 
our community by speaking out against 
injustice.
Ø Welcome more CWRU, CSU, JCU, and 
NDC students.
Ø Hold 4 social events each year with at 
least 40 members in attendance.
Ø Create opportunities for new members to 
get to know each other.   
Ø Collaborate with other synagogues. 

(continued on page 7)
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Greater Cleveland Congregations
Kahlila Worley of Greater Cleveland Congregations was 
our guest at the January 24 Lunch and Learn. She spoke 
with the plain intent of interesting Beth El – The Heights 
in joining GCC. The Adult Education Committee invited 
her because it wanted to make the congregation aware 
of GCC’s existence and activities, but our invitation in 
no way commits BE–THS to join or support GCC. The 
issue of how best (if at all) to relate to GCC is appropriate 
for congregation-wide debate and will be raised at this 
May’s annual meeting. This article is intended to be 
informative and is particularly directed to members who 
did not attend the Lunch and Learn, but in the interest 
of full disclosure, I must say Worley and her presentation 
positively impressed me. 
 
GCC was established in 2011; Fairmount Temple was 
one of its founding institutions. It is an affiliate of 
the Industrial Areas Foundation, which Saul Alinsky 
founded in 1940 to provide community organizations 
with training and consultation services. Since Alinsky’s 
death in 1972, IAF has favored congregation-based 
community organizations, and GCC fits squarely in 
that tradition. GCC currently lists 39 organizations 
as its members; they are mostly congregations and 
include seven synagogues. (Also members are such trans-
congregational organizations as the Cleveland Jewish 
Federation and Catholics for a Greater Cleveland.) 
Though rooted historically in left-wing political 
activism, GCC’s power is predicated upon its ability 
to mobilize sizable numbers of citizens via its ability 
to reach the congregants of its member organizations. 
It can thus be no more “left” or “right” than a large 
majority of its member organizations. It is unlikely 
to take on issues that split its member organizations, 
because that would undermine its power base and 
perhaps threaten its own existence. 

Dues cover half of GCC’s budget with the remainder 
raised from foundations. Membership in GCC costs 
a congregation $1,000 or one percent of its operating 
budget, whichever is greater. A BE–THS membership 
would not cost much more than $1,000. GCC’s ultimate 
governing body is a Delegate Assembly comprised of one 
individual from each member organization. The Assembly 
approves GCC’s strategic initiatives. There is also a smaller 
“Strategy Team” of more active individuals who can speak 
for their congregations, have the ability to raise funds, 
and/or have training in community organizing.

GCC’s Delegate Assembly has identified six issues that GCC 
should tackle: criminal justice, education, gun violence, 
health care, jobs, and food accessibility. But GCC has 
been inactive on the last two since 2013. The intellectual 
and creative work on the first four issues are produced by 
“Issue Action Teams,” which are comprised of individuals 
who are members of GCC-member organizations and 
have secured their member-organization’s authorization to 
participate on the Issue Action Team. 

Joining GCC would cost BE–THS money and would 
obviously require we raise that much more each year, 
because our dues do not cover our ongoing operating 
expenses. But by joining GCC, we would increase our 
profile within greater Cleveland’s religious institutions 
and provide our activist members with opportunities to 
influence public policy through participation in one or 
more of GCC’s Issue Action Teams. Our congregation 
includes members with substantial expertise, experience, 
and/or emotional investment in GCC’s core issue areas. 
Should they become involved in GCC, they will be 
both ambassadors of BE–THS to other congregations 
in greater Cleveland as well as contributors to policy 
discourses within our community.         ~ Scott Wachter

Introducing
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Yahrzeits, May 2015
Iyar ~ RYYA

Chaim Gabinet	 12 Iyar	
Rose Hemple		  12 Iyar	
Sarah Friedman	 17 Iyar	
Ethel Eisman		  19 Iyar	
Jacob Gutterman	 19 Iyar	
Sylvia M. Lavine 	 19 Iyar 5735
Yevgenia Probst	 19 Iyar 5773
Samuel Herman Katz	 21 Iyar	
Jerome Wachter	 21 Iyar 5770
Harold Saul Neuger	 22 Iyar	
Gerson Carr		  24 Iyar 5770
Florence Schlinger	 24 Iyar	
Al Glaser		  25 Iyar	
Aaron Schneider	 26 Iyar	
Nathan Valancy	 26 Iyar 	
Irving Markowitz	 27 Iyar 5740
Miriam Zaremsky	 27 Iyar	
Mollie Davis		  28 Iyar	
Rachel Savino		  28 Iyar	
Rachel Barazone	 28 Iyar	
Bessie Stashower Fredman	
			   29 Iyar 5726
Anna Weinberger	 29 Iyar	
Clara Kord		  29 Iyar	
Isaac Genuth		  29 Iyar		
Elka Genuth		  29 Iyar	

Allen Goldstone	 29 Iyar 5764
Goldie Lederer		 29 Iyar	
Ernest Gelfand		 29 Iyar 5759

Donna Williams	 29 Iyar

 Sivan ~ IWYS
Bernard Goldstone	   1 Sivan 5772
Rachel Leah Tavill	   1 Sivan	
Anna Krasny		    2 Sivan	
Anna Gutentag		   2 Sivan	
Celia Jacobs		    3 Sivan	
Sadie Rocker		    3 Sivan	
Violet Saunt		    4 Sivan	
Anna Davidson	   4 Sivan	
Abe Morris Abelkop	   4 Sivan	
Louis Mayzel		    7 Sivan 5745
Reuben Schutz		   7 Sivan	
Aviva Hoffman		   8 Sivan 5773
William Citron	   9 Sivan	
Arthur Janes		  10 Sivan 5738
Clara Newman		 10 Sivan	
Adolph Stern		  11 Sivan	
Esther Frumker	 11 Sivan	
Arnie Swertloff		 11 Sivan	
Anna Miliniski		 12 Sivan	
Naomi Wolin		  12 Sivan 5764

Join us to study and discuss selections from the weekly Torah portion. We consider 
commentaries, raise questions, and share tips for using the Chumash. Each week’s lesson 
is self-contained so come as your schedule permits. The sessions are accessible for non-
Hebrew speakers or readers and open to people at all levels of experience. 

We meet in the Community Room, after the Torah is taken out and the portion is 
introduced (about 10:20 am to 10:30 am), and rejoin the service in time for the d’var 
Torah. Questions? Contact Mia Buchwald Gelles: 216-321-6717 or miabgelles@gmail.
com.
	 Remaining Learners Torah Discussion Dates this spring: 

	     April 25 – Parashat Tazria- Metzora
	     May 9 – Parashat Emor
     May 23 – Parashat Bamidbar

Learners’ Torah Discussions 
Open to All

q

Share your 
thoughts: 

Deliver a d’var 
on an upcoming 
Shabbat. 

Contact Nina 
Sobel, 216-
258-3104 or 
via e-mail at 
nrsol1223
@lycos.com 
(phone is 
preferred), 
to learn which 
parshas are 
available.

If you’re 
interested in 
doing a D’var but 
haven’t 
done so before, 
contact Nina, 
and she will
be happy to 
fill you in about 
the specifics,
such as
resources, 
timing, etc.
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Calendar, may 2015     
5775 IWYS / RYYA

Saturday, April 25, about 10:20 am – Learners’ Torah Discussion Group will meet in
the Community Room, rejoining the congregation in time for the d’var Torah. The 
group will discuss Parashat Tazria-Metzora.

Sunday, April 26, 7:00 to 8:45 pm – The Short Stories by Jewish Authors Reading 
and Discussion Group will meet to discuss stories in The Best of Isaac Asimov (1974). 
For further information, contact Sondra Jacobs, sondrajacobs@sbcglobal.net or 
216-397-1481.

Saturday, May 2, after services – Lunch and Learn with Ilanit Gerblich Kalir, 
“Women in Israel: Agents of Change.” Kiddush will be sponsored by Leonid and Mariya 
Baron, in memory of their daughter, and by Adam Probst, in memory of his wife, 
Yevgenia Baron Probst z’l. See flyer for details.

Saturday, May 9, about 10:20 am – Learners’ Torah Discussion Group will meet in 
the Community Room and will discuss Parashat Emor.

Friday, May 15, 6:30 pm – Kabbalat Shabbat service with Learning, followed by 
dinner at about 7:30 pm. Prepaid reservations required by Monday, May 11. (see flyer)

Sunday, May 17, 5:00 to 7:30 pm – Fourth Annual Musicale! Free, but reservations are 
required, due to space limitations. Details on page 7 and in flyer.

Saturday, May 23,
About 10:20 am – Learners’ Torah Discussion Group will meet in the Community 
Room, and will discuss Parashat Bamidbar.
After Services – Mick Miller and Jamie Saunt are sponsoring Kiddush in honor of 
Yaakov Idan Miller’s 3rd birthday and upsherin and Violet Naomi Yocheved Miller’s 1st 
birthday.

Shavuot                                                                                                            TWEWB$
Saturday, May 23– Tikkun leyl Shavuot                                            TWEWB$ LYL IWQT

9:29 pm – Nightfall: Candle lighting (“l’hadlik ner shel yom tov”) and Kiddush (which 
incorporates Havdalah) 
9:30 to 10:15 pm – [Dr. Alan Lerner: Topic TBA] 
10:15 – 11:00 pm – [Rabbi Moshe Adler: Topic TBA] 
11:00 pm to 11:30 am – Nutrition Break
11:30 to 12:15 am – [TBA]   	 12:15 to 1:00 am – [TBA] 

Sun., May 24 
9:15 am – Morning service 	
9:30 pm – Nightfall: Candle lighting (at home) 

Mon., May 25 (Memorial Day)
9:15 am – Morning service (with Yizkor)                                                             RWKZY
9:30 pm – Nightfall: Havdalah (ha-gefen and ha-mavdil, with candle and spices)

Sunday, May 31, 9:00 am – Members’ Annual Meeting 
9:00 am  –  Morning minyan 	
9:30 am  –  Bagels for breakfast
10:00 am – Annual meeting is convened

Hadassah 
Machon 
welcomes you 
to participate 
with us in a 
monthly Sunday 
morning 
discussion 
group. One 
Sunday each 
month from 
September to 
June we meet 
at a 
member’s home 
for breakfast 
at 10 a.m. 
followed by a 
member’s 
presentation on 
a Jewish topic, 
with group 
discussion. 

To learn more 
about Hadassah 
Machon please 
contact Beth El 
member Molly 
Brudnick at 
216-283-1775.



Thanks for Maot Hittin Contributions to:            ! HDWT
Ø Rabbi Moshe Adler	                                           
Ø Bruce and Judie Amsel
Ø Sherry Ball and Marty Gelfand
Ø Henry Bloom and Marilyn Malkin
Ø Joe and Mia Buchwald Gelles
Ø Frank and Jeanette Buchwald
Ø Janice Carrick
Ø Robin Dubin and Richard Krueck
Ø Stephanie Gordon
Ø Shaul Janes and Cheryl Stone
Ø Emily and Paul Klarreich
Ø Naomi Klarreich and Daniel Shapiro
Ø Honey Massey and Bud Stern
Ø Mick Miller and Jamie Saunt
Ø Stephen Pepper and Linda Tobin
Ø Juliana Sadock Savino
Ø Vicki Spaulding Rosales
Ø Barry Starr
Ø Marsha Weisberg
Ø Bruce and Polly Wilkenfeld
Ø Anonymous

Thanks for Kiddush Sponsorships to:                  ! HDWT
Ø May 2 – Leonid and Mariya Baron and Adam Probst, 
in memory of Yevgenia Baron Probst z”l.
May 23 – Mick Miller and Jamie Saunt are sponsoring 
Kiddush in honor of Yaakov Idan Miller’s 3rd birthday 
and upsherin and Violet Naomi Yocheved Miller’s 1st 
birthday.

Thanks for Simcha Kiddush Contributions to:  ! HDWT                                      
Ø Bruce and Polly Wilkenfeld, in honor of Bruce’s 
birthday.
Ø Bruce and Polly Wilkenfeld, in honor of the birth of 
their new grandson, Matan Gil Wilkenfeld. Matan’s par-
ents are Josh Wilkenfeld and Rachel Bergstein of Silver 
Spring, Maryland.
Ø Beth and Scott Wachter, in honor of Beth’s birthday.

Thanks to our April newsletter mailing helpers:   ! HDWT                                       
Ø Bill Bruml                                                          
Ø Carol Bruml
Ø Erica New

6

TW$DXNews from Beth El

Refuah Shlema to:                                ! HMYL$ HAWPR
Ø Philip Kazdan
Ø Sue Klein
Ø Harold Ticktin

Yasher Koah to:                                             ! XWK R$YY
Ø Aviva Klein, who will travel to China with the Cleve-
land Orchestra Youth Orchestra in June. Aviva plays 
bassoon in the orchestra. There will be a FREE pre-tour 
concert on Sunday, June 14th at Severance Hall at 3:00 
PM. The Youth Orchestra will perform the following 
pieces in this concert and at four venues in China:
   Adams – Chairman Dances 
   Harris – Symphony No. 3 
   Tchaikovsky – Symphony No. 4

Thanks for your Contributions to:                      ! HDWT
Ø Bill and Carol Bruml, in honor of Bruce and Judie 
Amsel.
Ø Bill and Carol Bruml, in honor of the Buchwald 
Gelles family.
Ø Molly Brudnick
Ø Joe Buchwald Gelles, for pizza served during the 
Tikkun Leyl Shavuot.
Ø Mark Greenfield and Diane Smilanick, in gratitude 
for Diane’s aliyah.
Ø Harvey and Karen Kugelman and family, in memory 
of Karen’s mother, Sonia Goldstein z”l.
Ø Rabbi Alan and Jean Lettofsky, in memory of Nili 
Adler z”l.
Ø Stephen Pepper and Linda Tobin, in memory of Ber-
tha Pepper z”l.
Ø Stephen Pepper and Linda Tobin, in memory of Neil 
Russack z”l.
Ø Eran Shiloh, to the President’s Discretionary Fund.
Ø Menachem Shoham, in memory of his parents, Armin 
and Ella Rothstein z”l.
Ø Arnold Stone, to the Chesed Fund.
Ø Arnold Stone, to the Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund.
Ø Beth and Scott Wachter

Ø Nina Sobel
Ø Beth Wachter
Ø Scott Wachter
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The Short Stories by Jewish Authors Reading  and Discussion Group will next meet on Sunday evening, April 26, 
7:00-8:45 p.m. Be sure to note that we are returning to evening meetings during better-weather seasons. We will be 
discussing stories in The Best of Isaac Asimov (1974).

Isaac Asimov (1920-1992) was an American author and professor of biochemistry at Boston University, best known 
for his works of science fiction and for his popular science books. He was one of the most prolific writers of all time, 
having written or edited more than 500 books. Included in the book we will discuss is his renowned story, “Night-
fall.”

For further information, please contact Sondra Jacobs, 216-397-1481 or sondrajacobs@sbcglobal.net

Fourth Annual 
Musicale in May!

Our Musician Members of Beth El-the Heights 
Synagogue are once again gearing up to perform 
a variety of lovely and exciting classical chamber 
music (both solo and on various combinations of 
instruments) for your enjoyment on Sunday May 17, 

2015, from 5:00 pm to 7:30 pm. A tasty (vegetarian/dairy) potluck feast will fol-
low the performance. This popular event will take place at the Shaker Heights 
home of a hospitable member. No ‘ticket’ fees this year but reservations are 
requested due to capacity limits. Please call Nina Sobel at 216-397-1486 or 
e-mail her at nrsol1223@lycos.com for more information or to reserve. 

Address and parking information will be given when you make your reserva-
tion, no later than May 10.

(Coffee Talk, continued from page 2)
Let’s keep in mind that we are not in competition with 
other synagogues – we are an important part of the Jew-
ish community in Cleveland. We will thrive when we 
provide to ALL what only we can: traditional, egalitar-
ian, and participatory worship and learning in a welcom-
ing and vibrant atmosphere.

We welcome ideas and feedback from members and friends. 
Send comments or questions to president@bethelheights.
org or ball.sherry@gmail.com. Or call me at home 216-
371-8827.

q
Short Stories Group to Read Asimov

In the next issue of the BE-THS newsletter, we 
would like to honor all of our graduates. If you have 
anyone in your family (your self, child, grandchild) 
who is graduating at any level, from pre-school through 
post-doc, please let Carol Bruml know, <benews3246@
gmail.com>, so we can share the news. I need:
Ø Graduate’s name(s)
Ø Relationship(s) to you.
Ø Institution they are graduating from (and location, 
if not local).
Ø What level they are graduating/what degree they 
have earned.
Ø What their major/subject was (college or grad school).
Ø What their plans are for next year, if known.



90.3 WCPN 
to Air 

Special Programs
in Recognition of 

Jewish Heritage Month
May 2015

 
Monday, May 18th, 2015, 9:00 pm

Only In America: Program 1. The First Jews
 
Monday, May 18th, 2015,10:00 pm 
Only In America: Program 2. The Streets Were Paved With Gold
 
Tuesday, May 19th, 2015, 9:00 pm

Only In America: Program 3. Becoming Americans
 
Tuesday, May 19th, 2015, 10:00 pm 
Only In America: Program 4. White Christmas
 
Wednesday, May 20th, 2015, 9:00 pm 
Only In America: Program 5. Over The Rainbow
 
Wednesday, May 20th, 2015, 10:00 pm 
Only In America: Program 6. No Dogs or Jews Allowed

Any questions? Contact Alina Martinet at <alina.martinet@ideastream.org> or 216-
916-6136. If you’d like to hear one of the hour long programs, let her know and she will 
get you a link.

  Alina Martinet | Communications Specialist
   D: (216) 916-6136  | F: (216) 916-6137



Lunch and Learn
Saturday, May 2, 2015

WOMEN IN
ISRAEL:

AGENTS
OF CHANGE

3246 Desota Avenue, Cleveland Hts., OH 44118
info@bethelheights.org ~ www.bethelheights.org

BETH EL
We welcome all in participatory, traditional, egalitarian worship and learning.

Ilanit Gerblich Kalir is Managing Director of International Operations 
at the Jewish Federation of Cleveland. In this capacity, Ilanit manages Federation 
programs in Israel, and its IConnect initiative in Cleveland. Prior to her position at 
the JFC, Ilanit was Associate Executive Director for AVODAH: The Jewish Service 
Corps, in New York City, a premier Jewish service program for young adults. During 
her tenure at AVODAH she played a significant role in doubling the organization’s 
size, increasing revenue, and revamping its marketing presence.

Presented in memory of
Yevgenia Baron Probst z”l

The Heights Synagogue




