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On Th anksgiving Day, Americans will 
give thanks for the many gifts with which 
this country is blessed. Among the most 
precious of those gifts is religious freedom.  
Th is month, when voting for a President, 
it is absolutely essential that one hold the 
candidate of one’s choice to a non-negotiable 
commitment to maintaining the wall of 
separation between church and state.  

Religious elements in American politics often 
point out that freedom of religion does not 
mean freedom from religion.  True enough.  
However, the decision of whether or not to be 
bound by religion or free from it should be left 
to the individual and not to the government.  

Th ough this principle should be obvious, it 
all too often falls into the cracks. In today’s 
electoral climate, politicians feel pressured 
to wear their relationship with God on their 
sleeve or else risk the charge that they are 
anti-religious. 
 
Where does this pressure come from?  In 
his book, Th e Baptizing of America: Th e 
Religious Right’s Plans for the Rest of Us, 
Rabbi James Rudin, senior religious advisor 
and board member of the American Jewish 
Committee, writes (page 65): 
 

Christocrats [people who advocate making 
Christianity the offi  cial religion of the 
United States] are waging an all-out 
campaign to baptize America. It is a struggle 
that will decide whether the United States 
remains a spiritually vigorous country but 

without an offi  cially established religion, or 
whether America will become “Christianized,” 
a land in which the religious beliefs and 
practices of Christian conservatives become the 
dominant faith: a legally mandated American 
theocracy exercising control over all aspects of 
our country’s public and private life.

Since the beginnings of America, there 
has been a movement to replace pluralistic 
democracy with Christian theocracy.  Th e 
movement has usually been more latent than 
dominant, loosely organized and operating 
under no single name, yet steadily exerting 
infl uence over religiously committed Christian 
Americans. 

In our time, the movement to baptize America 
has become well organized and richly funded, 
and has swelled in numbers and in infl uence.  
Its clergy embrace an ideology that is summed 
up in statements like the following:

Christians founded this nation, they built 
this nation, and for three hundred years they 
governed this nation. We can govern again. 
Th at is why I founded the Christian Coalition. 
…Th e mission of the Christian Coalition is 
simple: to mobilize Christians one precinct at a 
time, one community at a time, one state at a 
time, until once again we are the head and not 
the tail, at the top rather than the bottom, of 
our political system.

Th ose are the words of Pat Robertson in a 1990 
Christian Coalition video entitled America at 
a Crossroads.      (continued on page 3, column 1)

Un-American Pie

Join us for 
Kabbalat Shabbat, 

Fridays, 
November 2

and December 5, 
5:30 PM.

Prepaid reservations 
required, 

if you wish 
to stay for dinner.

If the 
only prayer 
you ever say 
in your 
entire life 
is thank You, 
it will be 
enough.

Meister Eckhart
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Jack Valancy

QUESTIONS? CONCERNS?
COMMENTS? 

COMPLAINTS?
Please do not 

hesitate to contact 
your President by 
e-mail president

@bethelheights.org
or home telephone 

(216) 371-1439
HELP US

STAY IN TOUCH!
Please be sure we 
have your current 

contact information.
Send changes to 
Blanche Valancy,

blanche@valancy.com
or call her at 

(216) 371-1439

KEEP UP WITH THE NEWS!
JOIN THE  BE-THS LIST!

Send an e-mail to 
Leon Adato,

communications@
bethelheights.org

if you need help with 
signing up.

E-MAIL NEWSLETTER:
 If youʼd like to 

get the pdf e-mail 
version, contact 

news@
bethelheights.org

(You must have the free Ac-
robat Reader from Adobe 
in order to open the fi le.)

I write this column during the High Holy 
Days, a time for refl ection on the past and 
anticipation of the future. Th inking back to our 
early days at the JCC, I recall how we would set 
up our reading table and aron kodesh (holy ark) 
to worship each Shabbat and holiday. On the 
High Holy Days, we rented chairs to accommo-
date our members and friends. 

Back then, catering kiddush, simchas, and 
events was a bit of a challenge, since we had 
to leave the shared kitchen as we found it. We 
hosted our education programs in our homes. 
We picnicked in the park. We were then, as 
now, a vibrant Jewish community, welcoming 
our friends to worship, learn, and socialize with 
us through the year.

During the past year, we worshipped together 
each Shabbat and holiday. Each week, we 
enjoyed each other’s company at kiddush. We 
learned together, took care of each other, and 
celebrated together. We maintained our syna-
gogue and managed our day-to-day aff airs. 
And we balanced our operating budget.

Last spring, we began planning for the year 
ahead, starting with the High Holy Days. We 
thought about our adult education, family 
education, social, and ritual programs. We 
anticipated our synagogue’s upkeep and im-
provement, too.

Th is year, our Adult Education committee 
continues producing a rich variety of programs. 
Twice each month, our Learners’ Service will 
take a closer look at elements of our Shabbat 
Services. Th e Rabbi’s kiddush study-and-discus-
sion sessions, already underway, are examining 
l’shon ha-ra (defamatory speech) and ona’at 
d’varim (wrongful speech).

Each month during our program year, our 

Lunch and Learn speakers will explore diverse 
areas of Jewish thought and culture. Our Short 
Stories by Jewish Authors Group will read and 
discuss both classic and contemporary literature 
(and sometimes fi lm!). Our monthly Movie 
Nights will off er critically acclaimed fi lms with 
Jewish themes. In February, author Noam Zion 
will teach several sessions during our Scholar in 
Residence weekend. 

Almost every Shabbat, our Junior Congregation 
of kids and parents will learn and worship with 
kavanah (spirit, energy) and fun! Meanwhile, 
our younger ones will play safely under the 
watchful eye of our babysitter. 

Our young adults are an energetic group. On a 
September Shabbat in our sanctuary, several of 
them read all the Torah portions. Our blos-
soming Youth Group plans to paint a mural in 
our babysitting room, as well as do fun stuff  
together, like a roller skating party.

Our Ritual committee continues working 
diligently to coordinate service leaders, Torah 
and haftarah readers, and d’var torah presenters 
for weekly Shabbat worship. Th ey facilitate our 
observance of all holidays, both solemn and 
festive, like Simchat Torah, Hanukkah, and 
Purim.

From late fall to early spring, they will also pro-
duce our monthly Kabbalat Shabbat services, 
followed by dinner prepared by our Social 
committee.

Our Social committee caters the best Shabbat 
kiddush in town, including our monthly simcha 
kiddush and sponsored kiddushes to celebrate, 
honor, and remember loved ones. It will also 
produce our annual Pancake Breakfast and 
Comedy Night. In February, we will host our 
fi rst Family Sock Hop! (ctd. on page 3, column 1)

President’s Perspectives, November 2008

Welcome to Our Vibrant 
Jewish Community

mailto:news@bethelheights.org
http://www.bethelheights.org/
mailto:president@bethelheights.org
mailto:blanche@valancy.com
mailto:communications@bethelheights.org
mailto:news@bethelheights.org
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(Un-American Pie, continued from page 1) As grim 
as those words are, they pale in comparison 
with those of Christocrats who are even more 
extreme.  (If you want to see just how extreme, 
read the documentation in Rabbi Rudin’s book.)  

Let us be clear: not all Christians, nor indeed 
all Evangelicals, are of such a mind.  Th ose 
who are, however, must be kept from achieving 
their goal. Were they to succeed, modern 
America would turn into medieval Europe: 
freedoms severely limited, privacy virtually non-
existent, minds enchained by an ecclesiastical 
“thought police,” and Jews not welcome until 
they convert (after which they would be under 
constant surveillance for signs of “backsliding”). 
We’ve not only seen this movie, we’ve starred in 
it, and we don’t want a remake.      

Understandably, many Jews are reluctant to 
call the game by its right name for fear of 
alienating Evangelical Christians who profess 
their love for Israel.  While honoring the 

(Our Vibrant Jewish Community, continued from page 2) 
Our synagogue is our home, and we plan for 
its upkeep and improvement. By the time you 
read this, new energy-effi  cient windows will 
have replaced the last of the original sanctuary 
windows. We will manage our congregation 
and serve as stewards of our resources.

Whether you worship with us regularly, oc-
casionally, or just for the High Holy Days, 
whether you attend most of our educational 
and social programs or just a few – we welcome 
you to the warmth of our vibrant Jewish com-
munity throughout the year.

sincerity of the many Evangelical Christians for 
whom this profession of love is both real and 
unconditional, we must not blind ourselves to 
its use by power-hungry extremists who know 
our soft spots and how to exploit them.  Riding 
the current wave of Christocratic “love” for 
Israel in hopes of using it to Israel’s advantage 
is dangerously naïve, like riding a tiger in hopes 
of taming it. 

If we have learned anything from past 
experience, it is that, when demagogues declare 
their intention to take power and rule, they 
mean what they say.  We have, for the most 
part, digested this unsavory truth in regard to 
physical terrorists, but have yet to digest it in 
regard to spiritual terrorists.  It’s time we did 
so now.  Just as we vet our candidates on the 
subject of Israel, so we must vet them on the 
subject of Christian theocracy. 

Religious freedom is as American as roast 
turkey and pumpkin pie. 

“Death and life are in the power of the tongue” 
(Proverbs 18:21). Join us for the remaining two 
Kiddush with the Rabbi sessions dealing with 
l’shon ha-ra (“the tongue of evil” – gossip and 
slander) and ona’at d’varim (hurtful speech). 
What are they? What do Jewish source texts 
teach us about them? Is talk about others 
always wrong? When are l’shon ha-ra or ona’at 
d’varim likely to arise? How can we avoid them, 
or stop them once they’ve started? If we can’t 
talk about other people, what is there to talk 
about?
Second session, November 1: L’shon ha-ra and 
ona’at d’varim among family and friends. 
Th ird session, November 15: L’shon ha-ra and 
ona’at d’varim in school, the workplace and the 
public sphere.

On the Power 
   of the Tongue

Rabbi’s Series Continues

Save the date for our upcoming Scholar In Resi-
dence, Noam Zion, who will be at BE-THS 
the weekend of February 7-8, 2009. Noam has 
written several books that are rich in ideas for 
ways to expand our celebration of Shabbat and 
other Jewish Holidays, including A Diff erent 
Light: Th e Big Book of Hanukkah, Haggadah 
shel Pesah: Th e Family Participation Hag-
gadah, A Day Apart: Shabbat at Home, and 
others. Th ere will be a little bit for everyone in 
this wonderful weekend.

Scholar in Residence

�

�

Gratitude 
can turn 
a meal 
into a feast, 
a house 
into a home, 
a stranger 
into a friend. 

It makes sense 
of our past, 
brings peace 
for today, 
and creates 
a vision 
for tomorrow.

Melody Beattie
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Ghetto. Th e mere word conjures an image of 
Jews cramped into a small section of a city 
and forced to live in poverty. It has become a 
synonym for any such section of a city where 
a particular ethnic community is forced, either 
by law or by depressed socioeconomic condi-
tions, to live out its life. Th e world’s fi rst ghetto 
was founded in Venice, Italy, where the word 
itself originated. As a compromise between the 
demand of a hostile Christian clergy to oust the 
Jews, and the demand of a wealthy merchant 
class to let the Jews remain in order to provide 
needed commercial services, the Doge of Venice 
ordered that the Jewish community be relocated 
and confi ned to a small island where an old 
foundry – geto, in Italian – stood.

Th e Venice Ghetto still exists, on the same site, 
but it’s now a very diff erent kind of place. You’ll 
fi nd Gheto Vecchio, the Old Ghetto, on tourist 
maps. It has a Jewish museum and bookstore, 
restaurants, a few homes, a Chabad yeshivah 
(school for Torah study), and three synagogues 
built during Renaissance times. Of those three, 
only the Sephardic, or Levantine, synagogue 
is still regularly active. On our recent trip to 
Venice, we discovered that traveling Jewish 
vacationers from around the world make Ven-
ice’s Ghetto a necessary stopover for Shabbat, 
attending services at the Chabad yeshivah or at 
the large and beautiful Levantine synagogue. It 
gave us a warm feeling of home to stroll along 

the Strada Nova (a kind of 
vehicle-free “main street” run-
ning the length of Venice) on 
the way to synagogue, dressed 
for Shabbat, in the company of 
other Jewish travelers similarly 
dressed and speaking Italian, 
Hebrew, English, Spanish, 
German, and French.  Th e 
corner of the Strada and the 
canal along which the Ghetto 
is located had the same shops 
and sidewalk kitsch-vendors as 
on weekdays, yet for us it now 
became the gateway to a world 
of Shabbat delight.

We attended the Levantine synagogue. As a secu-
rity measure, the synagogue has two Venetian 
police offi  cers and an Israeli security expert on 
duty, and a visitor must show his or her passport 
or a clear photographic copy. (To our relief, 
we had learned from a Chabad rabbi that the 
Cannareggio area of Venice, like the Heights/
Beachwood area of Cleveland, is surrounded by 
an eruv, a symbolic enclosure that allows Jews to 
carry objects outside on Shabbat). Th e Sephardic 
services, prayed in a late-Medieval sanctuary 
with a high ceiling, dark wood paneling, large 
ornamented windows and elaborate chandeliers, 
were deeply moving. It was the Shabbat after 
the Fast of the Ninth of Av, known as Shabbat 
Nahamu because its haftarah (reading from 
the Prophets) begins “Nahamu, nahamu ami – 
Comfort, oh comfort My people.” For a couple 
of language teachers like us, it was a bonus to 
read the famous verse in Italian: “Consolate, 
consolate il Mio popolo.”

After services, travelers walk over to Gam Gam, 
Venice’s only kosher restaurant, which is con-
nected with Chabad and run by Rabbi Rami 
Banin, a Chabad hasid of Yemenite descent.  
Th ough closed to the public on Shabbat, it 
hosts the three principal Shabbat meals free of 
charge. People dine inside the restaurant or out-
doors next to the canal, at tables under umbrel-
las that protect them from the rain (of which 
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Shabbat Shalom 
     in the Venetian Ghetto

By Rabbi Moshe and Nili Adler
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there was quite a bit the night we were there).

So many people visit the Ghetto for Shabbat 
that Rabbi Banin serves them in shifts, man-
aging the task with both dispatch and grace. 
If you arrive at a shift when it seems to have 
fi lled up, people gladly move over to let you 
squeeze in. Th e need to accommodate the next 
shift doesn’t allow for the ideal leisurely pace 
of a Shabbat meal, yet when you’re at table 
with new-found friends and acquaintances, 
there is somehow plenty of time for Kiddush, 
ritual hand-washing, HaMotzi (the blessing 
over bread), dining, chatting, singing, hearing 
a brief but inspiring Torah-teaching from one 
of the Chabad rabbis, and “bentching” (reciting 
the Grace after Meals). Th e experience gives 
renewed meaning to the phrase “quality time.”  
By the end of Shabbat, when the Havdalah 
candle was dashed out and people were wish-
ing each other a good week, we felt that our 
spiritual batteries had been recharged.

Here, then, is a wondrous irony of history: Th e 
ghetto, fi rst built in Venice to confi ne and
degrade  Jews, furnished the model for other 
ghettos and “Jew Streets” through the centuries, 
and ultimately for that ghetto-of-no-return, the 
Nazi concentration camp. Yet now, when Jews 

Harry Mayzel    4 Heshvan 5761
Rose Zeisler    4 Heshvan 5723
Louis Brody    5 Heshvan 5713
Rashe Sobel    8 Heshvan 5716
Joseph Weiss    8 Heshvan 5747
Barney Krasny  10 Heshvan 5705
Harry L. Miller 10 Heshvan 5728
Blanche Carr  10 Heshvan
William Schenkelman 10 Heshvan 5724
Sarah Dolin  12 Heshvan 5734
Norman Koff   14 Heshvan 5718
Mildred Morton 14 Heshvan 5730
Sadie Bernstein  14 Heshvan
Pearl Maeroff   16 Heshvan 5731
Elsie Narmon  16 Heshvan 5729
Yehuda Leib Schultz-Shalit 
   16 Heshvan 5734
Herman Collin  18 Heshvan 5723
Louis Freumker 18 Heshvan 5733

Anna Kessler  18 Heshvan
David Nadle  20 Heshvan 5755
Doris Glaser  21 Heshvan 5734
Morris Samet  21 Heshvan 5731
Gertrude Sobelman 21 Heshvan 5715
Hyman Cohen  22 Heshvan 5734
Philip Noll  23 Heshvan 5738
Morris Cohen  24 Heshvan 5684
Philip Reiss  24 Heshvan 5740
Ann Groger  25 Heshvan 5714
Anita Fertman Pereversky 
   27 Heshvan 5717
Harry Eisman  28 Heshvan 5703
Mindy Marfi si  28 Heshvan 5767
Beatrice Goodman 29 Heshvan 5716
Sarah Widzer  29 Heshvan 5731
Lena Berman  30 Heshvan 5708
Deborah Lindenbaum 30 Heshvan 5712
Jennie Gordon    1 Kislev

Yahrzeits, November 2008�

Kabbalat
Shabbat

Join us for 
Kabbalat Shabbat  
the fi rst Friday 
of most months 
between the 
fall Holy Days 
and Pesah.

Services 5:30 PM
Dinner 6:30 PM

Reservations and 
prepayment required, 
if you would like 
to stay for dinner. 

No reservations needed 
for the service alone.

Kabbalat Shabbat 
will be celebrated
on Fridays 
November 7,
December 5,
January 2, 
and February 6.
See fl yer for details.

are no longer forced to live in ghettos, they have 
willingly transformed the world’s fi rst ghetto 
from a prototype for Jewish persecution into a 
living tribute to Jewish survival. To spend a joy-
ful Shabbat in the Venice Ghetto is to live the 
biblical verse (Judges 5:31), “So perish all Your 
enemies, HaShem, while those who love Him 
are as the sun rising in might!”
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TW$DXNews from Beth ElNews from Beth El

Refuah Sh’lema to:
 Joe Buchwald Gelles
 Leora Lugasy

Th anks for Kiddush sponsorship to:
 November 29 – Joe and Mia Buchwald 

Gelles, in honor of Noam’s Bar Mitzvah.

Th anks for contributions to:      ! HDWT
 Nate and Suzanne Arnold, in thanks for 

Shabbat luncheon.
 Sandra Falck
 Marty Gelfand and Sherry Ball, in honor 

of Michael Bloom, Harvey Kugelman, and Ed 
Small.

 Hennes Communications
 Ingeborg and Joseph Kennedy
 Connie Sussman, to the Rainy Day Fund.
 Beth and Scott Wachter, in honor of Ditte 

Wolin and Ari Klein’s anniversary and in honor 
of the Teen Shabbat organizers.

 Marsha Weisberg
 Idit Zehavi and Aaron Starr
 Anonymous, toward facility repair.
 Anonymous, in thanks for an aliyah.

Th anks for Contributions to the Sanctuary 
Window Replacement Project to:  ! HDWT

 Chester and Stephanie Gordon
 Esther and Philip Kazdan
 Richard Krueck and Robin Dubin
 Beth and Scott Wachter
 Anonymous

Th ank you for help mailing the October 
newsletter to:                              ! HDWT

 Connie Friedman
 Erica New
 Sue Klein
 Blanche Valancy
 Beth Wachter

Thanks for Simcha Kiddush 
contributions to:                       ! HDWT

 Adi and Judith Gerblich, in honor of Adi’s 
birthday.

 Marilyn Malkin (September)
 Stephen Pepper and Linda Tobin (Novem-

ber)
 Anonymous (September)

Thanks for High Holy Day ticket 
contributions to:                       ! HDWT

 Pinna and Ran Ari-Gur
 Brian Aronson
 Amy and Alan Cadesky
 Leah Cooper
 Yakov and Larissa Elgudin
 Robert Delvalle and Ilene Gertman
 Bronia Gerblich
 Merle Gordon
 J.Lawrence and Gertrude Katz
 Judy Lapatinsky
 Lisa K. Levine
 Eileen Levine-Soeder
 Gary and Marilyn Magden
 Karen Mandel
 Antoinette Miller
 Lise Moulton
 Elena and Ronald Myers
 Joseph and Lila Newman
 Edith and Philip Piccus
 Charlotte Price
 Vicki Spalding-Rosales
 Joseph and Janet Sameh
 Arnold Stone
 Leonard Tracht
 Mildred Wynbrandt

Sunday, November 9, 3:00 to 4:30 PM – 
Community-wide commemoration of the 
70th anniversary of  Th e Night of Shattered 
Glass at Congregation Shaarey Tikvah, 
26811 Fairmount Blvd., Beachwood 44122.

Kristallnacht 
    Remembered

Simcha
Celebration

Join us in 
celebration of 
all of our
September 
simchas 
at Kiddush on 
November 22.

We celebrate 
birthdays, 
anniversaries, 
engagements, 
accomplishments, 
and more.

Become a Simcha 
Kiddush honoree

Donate $36 per 
simcha celebrant 
to the 
Kiddush Fund, 
using the form 
available online at
http://www.
bethelheights.
org/simcha.php.

Your contribution 
supports our
synagogue.

http://www.bethelheights.org/simcha.php
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Saturday, November 1 – 

First Learners’ Service of the 2008-2009 season
Meet in the Libraray about 10:20 AM and return to the main service in time for the 
d’var Torah. 

After services – Kiddush with the Rabbi, session two: On the Power of the Tongue: 
L’shon ha-ra and ona’at d’varim among family and friends. Further information on page 3.

Friday, November 6, 5:30 PM – Kabbalat Shabbat services, followed by dinner
(Prepaid reservations required, if you plan to stay for dinner.) See fl yer on back page.

Saturday, November 15 
Logan Elrad will become Bar Mitzvah.
After services – Kiddush with the Rabbi, session three: On the Power of the Tongue:

L’shon ha-ra and ona’at d’varim in school, the workplace and the public sphere. Further infor-
mation on page 3.

7:30 PM – Movie Night, Time of Favor (Haheseder), details on page 8.

Saturday, November 22, after services – Monthly Simcha Kiddush

Saturday, November 29 – Noam Gelles will become Bar Mitzvah. Noam’s parents, Joe and Mia
Buchwald Gelles, invite the congregation to Kiddush luncheon following services.

Friday, December 5, 5:30 PM – Kabbalat Shabbat services, followed by dinner
(Prepaid reservations required, if you plan to stay for dinner.) See fl yer on back page.

Sunday, December 7, 7:00 to 8:30  PM – Short Stories by Jewish Authors Group, 
stories to be announced. For information, contact Sondra Jacobs, 216-397-1481.

Th ursday, December 25, 10:00 AM to 12:00 Noon – Annual Pancake Breakfast 
AND Hanukkah Party (with Lots and Lots of Latkes...regular pancakes, too!)
9:30 AM, before breakfast – Morning minyan
Approximately 11:00 AM: Scott Wachter will present Judaism and the Simpsons.

Th e synagogue Board authorized the replacement of seven of the large windows in 
the sanctuary and Berkeley stairwell in August 2007. Enough money was raised to 
replace about nine of them, but we decided it would be best to start with one side. 
Th en the fl ood hit (See October 2007 newsletter, page 9)!!!! We had to start a Rainy Day 
Fund and put off  replacing the windows on the north side of the sanctuary while we 
repaired the damage to the ceiling and roof.

Th is summer, Marvin Palevsky noticed water on the inside of one of the old windows. 
Others rattled with the winds. So, we asked again for donations to fi nish the project.

By replacing the windows, we are stemming any damage that might be caused by 
leaky windows, and hopefully reducing our heating and cooling costs. Nice bonuses 
are the cross-ventilation during services and good-looking windows!

Sanctuary Window 
    Replacement Completed
�

New Stairwell Window

North Windows, from Balcony

Gratitude 
invites 
a sense of 
suffi  ciency.

Wayne Muller
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BE-THS movie nights are back! Th e Adult Education Committee has a great series 
planned for this year, beginning on Saturday, November 15, with Time of Favor 
(Hahesder), a Dutch Holocaust movie directed by the Dutch fi lmmaker Paul Verhoeven. 

We will start off  the evening at 7:30 PM with pot luck appetizers and desserts at 
the home of Sondra and Harvey Jacobs, 1481 Blackmore Road, Cleveland 

Heights, followed by the movie and discussion. Please bring a kosher (dairy or parve) 
appetizer, dessert, or beverage to share, and please RSVP by November 13 to Sondra 
Jacobs, 216-397-1481, or sondrajacobs@sbcglobal.net.

Mark your calendar for November 15. Th e movie will defi nitely lead to a lively discussion, so be 
prepared for an interesting evening.. Th e link for the NY Times review of Time of Favor is 

http://movies.nytimes.com/movie/239454/Time-of-Favor/overview
Th e remaining Movie Nights for the season will be:
December 13 – Sweet Mud (Adama Meshuga’at )– At the home of Harvey and Karen Kugelman

NY Times review at http://movies.nytimes.com/movie/360006/Adama-Meshuga-at/overview
January 31 – Black Book – At the home of Linda Tobin and Stephen Pepper

NY Times review at http://www.nytimes.com/2007/04/04/movies/04blac.html
February 28 – Th e Band’s Visit – At the home of John and Lynda Siff .

NY Times review at http://movies.nytimes.com/movie/399243/Th e-Band-s-Visit/overview

Noam Gelles Will Become Bar Mitzvah

Time
of

Favor

Movie Nights Are Back!

Noam Gedalia Gelles came into the world 13 years ago on the morning of Shabbat 
Toldot, with a natural taste for lentils. Today Noam is a seventh-grader at Gross 
Schechter Day School, where he excels in Hebrew and Judaics, and loves math too 
even though it doesn’t come easily.  He likes fencing, reading, rock climbing, and 
tennis. Among his favorite things are bridges, dogs, hanging out with the guys in 
the neighborhood, and annoying his younger sister, Shani.  Not to mention Israel, 
serving on the Schechter student council, rereading Harry Potter, and hanging out 
with big sister Ruth.  He is a veteran camper at Ramah-in-the-Berkshires, with three 
summers already under his belt.

Noam lives in Cleveland Heights with mom (Mia), dad (Joe), Shani, and occasionally 
Ruth.  For several years he has been a regular volunteer with Milestones, an organiza-
tion that helps families touched by autism.  

Noam’s family invites everyone to a kiddush luncheon following services on November 
29, Shabbat Toldot.  Lentil soup will be served, and you won’t even have to sell your 
birthright to get a bowl!

Sholom Aleichem’s Mottel is a nine-year-old boy who observes the world he knows with a wry eye 
as he narrates his many adventures in the Russian shtetl around 1902. We meet his family, friends, 
neighbors, and experience their joys, their disappointments as the stories unfold ... and fi nally, 
they are on their way to America. We have struggled along with them – haven’t our parents, our 
grandparents done the same?
 
SSBJA will next meet on Sunday, December 7, 7:00 PM. (Stories will be announced soon.) 

Mottel, the Cantor’s Son Resonates 
       with SSBJA members
�

�

mailto:sondrajacobs@sbcglobal.net
http://movies.nytimes.com/movie/239454/Time-of-Favor/overview
http://movies.nytimes.com/movie/360006/Adama-Meshuga-at/overview
http://www.nytimes.com/2007/04/04/movies/04blac.html
http://movies.nytimes.com/movie/399243/The-Band-s-Visit/overview


Th is year, about 20 people showed up to help assemble the shul sukkah. People of all ages worked together to haul 
the materials out from storage, bolt together the boards, and make and hang decorations. Th e weather cooperated 
and the task was fi nished in just a couple of hours, thanks to Marvin’s home made ‘sukkah kit’!! 

(Photos by Ditte Wolin and Aviva Klein.)

Sukkah Building 2008
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Yes, we are coming to the Friday night Kabbalat Shabbat dinner on 
        November 7 _____, December 5 _____, January 2 _____, February 6 _____  

Name ___________________________________________________

Phone number _____________________________________________

Number of: adults attending ______   Children age 5-12 _____   Children under 5 _____

Total amount enclosed ($12.00/ person; children 5 and under free)   ________
             Checks payable to Beth El–Th e Heights Synagogue
   Mail to: 3246 Desota Ave., Cleveland Heights, OH 44118 

I can help set up/ cook (Th urs. Eve.) ______     Set up (Fri., 4 PM)______    Clean up______

Reservations and prepayment are absolutely necessary.  Reserve your spot by Monday, November 3, 
(for November’s), and by Monday, December 1 (for December’s) Kabbalat Shabbat dinners

by sending in payment with response forms (to help us keep track of what your check is for!).

For more information call Merry Lugasy, 216-337-4761.
No reservation necessary if you would just like to come to services!

at Beth El –
 Th e Heights Synagogue  

Kabbalat Shabbat

5:30 PM  Services begin in the sanctuary
6:30 PM  Dinner in the social hall, followed by zmirot (singing)

Friday, November 7, 2008
Friday, December 5, 2008
Friday, January 2, 2009
Friday, February 6, 2009

Th e cost of the dinner is  $12.00 per person
       Children under 5 are free.




